


Joyce Hol lyday: Millennium 2000 Reflections 
by Joyce Hol lydq 

... We all need to become multilingual 
for our survival: to hear tlie cries for jus- 
tice and the petitions and praises to God 
in whatever language and posture they 
are offered. Only then will the violence 
cease. I stand here n i t h  deep gratitudc 
today, because you have helped me to learn 
... I am gra~eful for two decades of being 
among these ranks. And I say that bcing 
mindful and so grateful for those who 
paved the way for decades before I ar- 
rived on the scene. 

I had moved [to the So.journers com- 

munity] in 1977. Within a few months, wc 
began to see somcthing new liappcning in 
our neighborhood: piles of furniture and 
clothing on the curbs possessions that be- 
longed to people who had been evicted 
from the homes they had lived in, sorne- 
tinics for decades. Our inner-city neigh- 
borhood was undergoing a process called 
"gentrification.;' Wealthy. usually white, 
professional couples wcrc moving in and 

.displacing pcoplc, somctimcs scveral fami- 
lies at once. In the tenement across the 
street from us. six families, all women with 
children, were told they had to leave. Their 
home had been bought by real estate 
speculators, who werc going to sell it tbr 
a 100 percent profit. Five families left im- 
mediately. 

One day a knock came on our door. It 
was Katherine. who wanted to fight for 
her home. She wanted our help ... Several 
members of Sojourners moved in with 
their sleeping bags and tootlibrushes. They 
were arrested very early the nest morn- 
ing for trespassing ... In the eyes of the 
world, it is a crime to move into a building 
and try to help a poor woman keep her 
home. It is not a crime to put her out on 
the street because of grced. 

I t  may seem insane to believe that 
peace is possible that we could have a 
world without nuclear weapons or at least 
naive ... I have been so blessed to travel 
the country and the world to meet people 
who believe in the impossible. People fight- 
ing development on South Carolina's sea 
islands, marching on picket lines for the 
United Mine Workers in Virginia, doing 

war tax resistance in Massachusetts and 
anti-death penalq work in Georgia. Moth- 
ers in Detroit fighting gun violence for the 
sake of their children; people all over the 
country serving soup. and ministering to 
people with AIDS, and protecting the en- 
vironment and doing too many other things 
to mention here. I've helpcd carry toilets 
into the mayor's office in a demonstra- 
tion for public toilets in Atlanta. 

... During Lent of 199 1 .  when I was 

(2000 Evcnr, from front page) 
For many, thc ritual protcst was a sym- 

bolic recognition of thc violcncc (nuclcar 
and othenvise) carried out in the last cen- 
tury, and a prayer for peace for the next. 
"Coming to the Nevada Test Site as our 
final act of the 20th century was a way to 
say goodbye to the insane nuclear violence 
of the past 60 years," said Marc Pagc, 
NDE's Las Vegas Manager. 

Many described tlic event as a spiritu- 
ally exhilarating experience. On January 
I st the Rev. Joyce Hollyday conmenteb  
on tlie divine power in the desert as con- 
trasted with the urban spectacles, noting 
that revelers' experiences of multi-million 
dollar celebrations in Lns Vegas werc 
probably "nothing compared to what we 
had out there at the Test Site". There were 
more s imple pleasures coming that 
evening. After sundown on New Year's 
Day about 1 S O  ofthe Millennium 2000 par- 
ticipants formed an inspirational vigil and 
march on the Las Vegas Strip. They 
passed out leaflets to tourists, and, at one 
point, briefly shut down traffic in both di- 
rections as they marched across an inter- 
section. "Las Vegas had expected twice 
as many people for the Ncw Year holiday 
than they got ... and so the march was the 
most exciting and memorable [event] of 
the day," said Page. 

The peaceful nature of tlie vigil was 
also a success, said NDE director Cindy 
Pile, who noted that about a hundred po- 
lice officers had been assigned to accom- 
pany the demonstrators. "The miracle was 
non-violence ... and the media missed out 
on it," she said. 

On Sunday, January 2nd, representa- 

writing for Sojourners magazine, I was 
accorded a journalist's privilege to tour 
the site with a public relations officer from 
the Department of Energy. ... My tour 
guide and I headed past miles of pock- 
marked desert to Frcnchman Flat, a dsy 
lakebed that was the site of the first 
nuclear blast here, in January 195 1 .  Thc 
wooden bleachers still remain on an em- 
bankment across from the flat, where in- 
vited dignitaries who had been issued 

tivcs from various nuclear abolitionist or- 
ganiyations spoke about their groups' plans 
for the upcoming year. Matteo Ferriera 
of Shundahai Network pointed out that the 
Test Site "the most active [nuclear waste] 
dump site in the country." Ferreira re- 
minded the listeners, "The waste stream 
is increasing ... It's not just subcritical tests 
and ... pounds of plutonium ... in the ground 
when they conduct that test, but also the 
wastc from the development of that plu- 
tonium is going to end up out here ... These 
weapons of mass destruction ... are ulti- 
mately killing us, not just thc humans, but 
every living thing." Michelle Xenos of 
Shundahai assured the crowd that the 
people's presence and prayers in the 
desert bring profound happiness to the 
dcsert plants, animals, and other creatures. 

The NDE Board and staff hopc that 
Millennium 2000 will reinvigorate of the 
faith-based anti-nuclear movement in 
North America. One of NDE's specific 
plans to continue enfleshing this contribu- 
tion was introduced on the last day of the 
event. This is the offer to equip regional 
groups with information and action alerts 
regarding nuclear weapons testing. Pile 
invited the people to accept the small duty 
of becoming a "NAG" (NDE Affiliate 
Group). You can read about NAGS eke-  
where in ihis issue of Desert Voices, or 
on the NevadaDesert Espericnce website: 
<www.NevadaDesertExperience.org>. 

ANJA ULANOWICZ lived and worked 
crr [he Tcrcornu Curholic Worker -from 
1998- 1999. She i.7 czrrrcmtly pursuing 
gradzrcrte work in English at the Uni- 
versity qf' Pittsbzrrgh. 



"protective" glasses applauded the power 
and beauty of the colorful fireballs and 
mushroom clouds that rocketed into the 
sky in the 1950s. 

... It was March 1991, the 10th year of 
organized Lenten protests at the test site. 
Desert Storm had just been unleashed 
against the people of Iraq, prepared for 
here in the Nevada desert. On March 8, 
thc day after my tour, a large throng of 
peaceful people crossed the white line and 

... Things don't always go the way we 
plan them. But I always think of my D.C. 
neighbors when. they don't .... We never 
know what might come of our small ef- 
forts. I think of Fr. Roy Bourgeois, scram- 
bling up a tree and blaring taped sermons 
by Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Sal- 
vador at soldiers at the School of the 
Americas. Last [November] 12,000 
people gathered to protest at the School 
of the Americas. 

of the human spirit to overcome the greatest of 
evils ... this is the power that comes when people 
are willing to trek the loneliest road in the world 
to be tested and transformed in the desert. 

(ARTWORK: YOUR DWELLING PLACE BY MEINRAD CRAIGHEAD) 

were arrested. After our release, we re- 
turned to Las Vegas. At 1 :08 in the after- 
noon, as we were finishing lunch, we re- 
ceived word that a nuclear weapon had 
just been exploded at the test site. It was 
a 1 0-kiloton bomb buried 1,100 feet in the 
ground. The explosion registered 3.8 on 
the Richter scale. Thirty-eight minutes 
after detonation, a crater 600 feet in di- 
ameter formed in the desert floor. It was 
a solemn and sobering moment for the 
more than 500 people of peace from all 
over the country who were gathered there 
buffeted first by the winds of Desert 
Storm and now by an explosion in a much 
closer desert. 

And I think of friends in South Africa. 
I made my first visit there in the spring of 
1988, back when that country was still very 
much in the stranglehold of the system of 
racial hatred known as apartheid. I went 
to South Africa at the invitation ofchurch 
leaders there, at a time when the church 
was under siege from the South African 
government. Church leaders were receiv- 
ing death threats and several had been 
arrested during a march a few weeks 
before. 

I urge us not to underestimate the 
power of that which convicts us. Not to 
underestimate the power of the good news 
whatever religious tradition it  comes from 

for you to change the world. 
As I traveled throughout South Africa 

that first time, I asked virtually everyone 
1 met ifthey thought apartheid would end 
in their lifetime. Everyone said: "no" ... The 
only exception to this typical response 
came from a 10-year-old boy in the town- 
ship of Mamelodi, outside Pretoria. I 
asked him if he thought that his children 
would get to grow up without apartheid. 
He got a determined look on his face, 
raised his fist, and said, I will see to it. 

And sce to it he did along with hun- 
dreds of thousands of other South Afri- 
cans. Apartheid has been declared ille- 
gal, and Nelson Mandela was elected the 
first black president of South Africa. I 
returned in 1997 to observe the astound- 
ing work of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission for six weeks. The country 
that at one time was arguably the most 
divided and violent on the globe is now 
shining a beacon of hope as it works to- 
ward healing and reconciliation. Nothing 
is inipossible with God as long as there 
are willing vessels to c m y  out God's work. 

This is not easy work and sometimes 
hope is hard to find. Lent of 1991 was a 
time in my own life that seemed hope- 
less. On Ash Wednesday, the allied forces 
in the Persian Gulf bombed the Amariya 
shelter in Baghdad, killing hundreds of 
Iraqi women and children. That same 
night, a ~nalfunctionmg civil defense siren 
wailed eerily over Washington, sending the 
city into a panic about a terrorist attack. I 
stayed awake late into the night, realizing 
that such terror was rcal and a regular 
part of life for the chldren of Baghdad. I 
was kept awake by other sirens as well 
sirens of police cars or ambulances, 
sounds of d drug raid or another shooting 
in the neighborhood. 

My neighborhood was indeed a war 
zone. In  the span of a few months, three 
teenagers were killed on its streets one 
stabbed, two shot. One had been in the 
Sojourners day care center as a child, and 
all three had participated in our after-school 
program. Thc world was not at all the way 
I wanted it to be. Too many children were 
dying in Washington as well as Baghdad. 
I decided to keep a fast during Lent, as 
(see Hol l yday ,  011 page aher poster) 



Nevada Desert Experience presents LENTE h 
Palm Sunday College Student Weekend in the Desert I 

Co-sponsored by the Wesley Foundation at UC Berkeley and 
the Catholic Campus Ministry at UNLV April 14-16, 2000 

Join retreat leaders Cindy Pile and Schuyler 
Rhodes for a retreat in Las Vegas and in 
the desert near the Nevada (Nuclear Weap- 
ons) Test Site, as we explore our faith in 
the context of the continuing nuclear age. 
We claim the love of God in Jesus Christ 
while our taxes pay for the continuing con- 
struction of six nuclear warheads each day. 
We follow the Prince of Peace while our 
Universities are major sites for nuclear 
weapons research and development. 
How are Christians who seek an authentic 
life of faith called to respond? 
As we sit on the edge of Holy Week, watch- 
ing Jesus enter the city to the sounds of 
cheers and waving branches, what are we 
to think? How are we to vision? Where 
does our God call us to focus, to live and to 
pray? 
Together; we willplumb the depths of the 
connection between spirituality and action. 
Join us. 
Where? Catholic Campus Ministry at the 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas 
When? April 14-16 
How Much? $50 

What should I bring? Sleeping bag, pil- 
low, towel and toiletries, teddy bear, bible, 
musical instruments, note pad and pens. 
How do we get there? A Van will leave from 
the Wesley Foundation Parking Lot on 
April 14th at 9:00 am. Trip is free. We will 
return Monday afternoon (approximately 
3pm). If you're coming from elsewhere, 
please call us at (5 10) 549- 1244 or (5 10) 
849- 1540. 

here is a rough outline of our schedule: 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON: Arrive at Inter- 
faith Student Center at the university of 
Nevada at Las Vegas. 
FRIDAY EVENING: Gathering, Dinner, 
Worship and Bible Study 
SATURDAY: -Worksh~ps, Prayer and Re- 
flection Groups 
SUNDAY: Bless the Holy Week Walkers, 
Drive to the Nuclear Test Site to worship 
God and reclaim the land for peace, hope 
and healing. SUNDAY AFTERNOON: 
Departures 

I 
I I Send to: Nevada Desert Experience, P. 0 .  Box 46645, Las Vegas, NV 89 1 14-6645 

I 
I Name: I 

I 
! School: I 

I 

I Campus Address: I 

Phone: E-mail: I 
I 

I groups. I 

I I'm interested in the possibility of Civil Resistanceirisking arrest at the Test Site. I 
I - Enclosed is $50 for my registration plus $ voluntary donation to help I 
I - with scholarships. (Make checks payable to Wesley Foundation) I 
I I'm interested in applying for a scholarship. I will contact you at (5 10) 549-1244 1 
I -  I 

Campus Ministry: I 
Campus Pastor: I 
Who to contact in case of emergency: I 

Address: I 
Phonets): I 

I'd like to help plan worship. - I'd be interested in assisting in leading prayer 1 , 

Ash Wednesday Services P 

with Bishor, Thc 

Ash Wednesday Services (Mar. 8): 
9:00 a.m.: St. Bonaventure Church 

5562 Clayton, Concord, CA 
12:lO p.m.: St. Mary's Cathedral, 11  1 1  

Gough (at Geary) San Francisco, CA 
3:30 p.m.: Wesley Foundation, United 

Methodist Ministry at Cal, 2398 
Bancroft Way, Berkeley, CA 

7:30 p.m.: St. Ignatius (USF) 650 Parker 
(at Fulton), San Francisco, CA 

And what are we going to do once we get 
there? We hope that the group will work 
together to set some of our agenda. But 

I 

where 
to-. 

i i <I + '2 the Void - where th 
> 
i 

dha and 
Z 
J 
2 

/ Blinding 
4 Bliss. A l 

there is 
Gods. The God. The Tao.  some^ 
able. Somewhere there is  the So 
from Bondage. Somewhere the F 
Ancestors watch and wait. And S 
a Great Thirst. Somewhere SOIT 
Somewhere Bread ... Wine ... Bc 
Hair. Somewhere Unconditional 
Known. The Unknown. The Unkr 
Something Surpasses all Underst, 
in Air. And Somewhere the faint 
The King. The Queen. The Virgi 
Somewhere the Saint. Somewhe~ 
Pain haunts Hearts. Somewhere 
The Beginning. The Dreamer. TI 
Wind through Trees. The Cry of 

Nevada Desert Experience, P. 0. Box 46645, Las Vegas, NV 891 14-6645, Ph 



PILGRIMAGES, Walking the Ways of Peace 
rayerlAction at Livermore Labs 

)mas Gumbleton I 
: m a c e  in Our World 
Lawrence Livermore (March 9): 
The next morning gather for prayer and 
action at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory: 7:00 a.m.: meet at the corner 
of East and Vasco Roads in Livermore, 
CA (take the Vasco Exit off 1-580, go 
south to the corner of Vasco and East). 
For more info contact Cindy Pile at 
Nevada Desert Experience, Northern 
California office: (5 10) 849- 1540 

1 PILGRIM 

re there is the Pilgrim. Some- 
e Wanderer. Somewhere 

Darkness. Somewhere there is 
The Abyss. Emptiness. Some- 
re is the Lotus Petal, the Bud- 
he Bodhi Tree. Somewhere a 
Light. Illumination. Nirvana. t ce on the Moon. Somewhere 
e Mother. The Goddess. The 

Holy Week Peace Walk to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

From Las Vegas to the Nevada (Nuclear) Test Site 
Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday (April 16 - 23,2000) 

Spend a week with Nevada Desert Experi- at Peace Camp. 
ence praying, walking, eating, vigiling, Throughout the 1990's hundreds of 
camping, laughing, chanting and just liv- people have walked during Holy Week for 
ing in the powerful desert. the cause of abolishing nuclear weapons. 
Palm Sunday, April 16: Walk through The annual 65 mile trek stretches from Las 
impoverished areas of Las Vegas. Vegas to the Nevada Test Site. Since 195 1 
Monday to Thursday (April 17-20): Walk the U.S. has contaminated the desert with 
on the desert highway. radiation by exploding about 1,000 nuclear 
Good Friday (April 21): Nuclear Stations weapons tests. Each year the U. S. Depart- 
of the Cross at the Nevada Test Site. ment of Energy explodes more multi-mil- 
Holy Saturday (April 22): Desert Sabbath lion dollar subcritical nuclear bombs at the 
at Peace Camp. Site. Come walk in prayer for the healing 
Easter Sunday (April 23): Closing Ritual of this beautiful desert. 
r---------------------------- 1 

1 Return to: Nevada Desert Experience, P. 0. Box 46645, Las Vegas, NV 89 1 14-6645 1 
I Name(s): I 
I Address: I I Phme(s) I 
I Electronic Mail Address: 

I 

I will join the Walk, enclosed is my registration fee ($50 per person) 
I 

I- 
I (No one is turned away for lack of funds, if you need help, ask us for a 

I 
I sponsorship form.) 

I 

I can't do the walk this year, here is a donation to sponsor a walker: $ 
I 

I- 
I will drive a car to Las Vegas (with extra room for people. 

I 
I- 

I am under 18, enclosed is a medical emergency permission slip signed by my guardian. 
I 

I- 
Send me flyers so 1 can help publicize. 

I 
I- I 

~ L ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ , ~ - , , , J  

#ere the Force. Somewhere the Chaos. Somewhere the Question. The Burning Bush. The Answer. The Unanswer- 
g. Poetic Ecstasy. Somewhere the Lover. Somewhere the Beloved. Somewhere the Eternal Embrace, and release 
ther ... the Son ... the Holy Spirit. The Great Spirit. Somewhere Wakantana. Vishnu. Yahweh. Allah. Somewhere the 
tmewhere Someone is  turning toward Mecca. Somewhere there i s  the Belly of the Whale and a Great Hunger and 
tone i s  doing unthinkable Harm to 'Someone Else. Somewhere there is a Savior being born. Jesus. The Christ. 
iy ... Blood. Forgiveness. Somewhere there are Dusty Feet and Scented Oils and the Wet Strands of Magdalene's 
Love. Somewhere the Yin. Somewhere the Yang. The 0ne.The Many. Somewhere Life. Somewhere Death. The 
pwable. Somewhere a Woman draws Water from a Well. Somewhere the Mystic dances with Mystery. Somewhere 
nding. And Zorba laughs. Somewhere Godzilla and King Kong fight to the Finish. Somewhere War. Bombs bursting 
waway Glimmer of Peace. Somewhere the Sage. The Seer. The Priest. The Cathedral and the Almshouse. Camelot. 
I. The Crone. The Prince and Princess. The Knight ... the Steed...the Armor...the Sword. Somewhere the Harlot. 
;the Beggar. Somewhere the Lepers are blessed and Someone is  binding up their Wounds. Somewhere a Phantom 

I lealing happens anyway and People wash their Laundry and hang it to dry beneath the Sun. Somewhere the End. 
Dream. Never ending Longing. Somewhere the rustle of Angels' Wings. A Field of Wildflowers. The Sound of 

Baby. The Howl of a Wolf. Space and Freedom. A Path. And the Pilgrim upon a Path. Amen 
-- -- 

0 8 1  4, Web: NevadaDesertExperience.org E-mail: nde@igc.org I 



(Nollyduy, )om page before poster) 
many of  us did that year. I didn't know 
what else to d o  to keep from lapsing into 
despair. 

The fast brought m e  a sharpness o f  
vision, a feeling o f  looking at  the  world 
differently and a deepened sense o f  the 
presence  o f  G o d .  W h e n  m y  physical  
strength gave out, the assurance o f  God's 
sustenance took powerful hold. But still I 
didn't feel hope. 

I had to  go  to the desert to find it. In the  
third week o f  Lent, I came back here. 
After our public witness, I went to a spot 
where there was just me. and the gravelly 
sand, and an occasional Joshua tree with 
spiny branches outstretchcd like arms to- 
ward God. There, like other pilgrims to the 
desert had for centuries, I fell to my knees 
and discovered an emptiness beyond any 
I had ever known. 

As I knelt in the sand, photographs came 
to mind, pictures that had been shown to  
m e  just days before by missionary friends 
just returned from three years in Laos. 
These friends showed me seedlings grow- 
ing in the casings o f  bombs that were  
dropped in the war that ravaged South- 
east Asia.  4 n d  they showed m e  other 
bomb casings transformed into prosthetic 
limbs f'or children, to replace legs blown 
o f fby  land mines. Swords hamniered into 
plowshares, The  world transformed. A 
little bit at a tinic. 

I have seen the power o f  the human 
spirit to overcome the greatest o f  evils. I 
have witnessed the power of' what hap- 
pens at the Nevada Test Site. No t  the  
power o f  bombs that move 12 million tons 
of earth with a single blast, o r  spew a 
mushroom cloud 10,000 feet into the air. 
A stronger power. This  is the power that 
comes when people are willing to  trek the 
loneliest road in the world to bc tested and 
transformed in the deserl. To walk the way 
o f  peace. 

"For waters shall break forth in the wil- 
derness, and streams in the desert; and a 
highway shall be there. and it shall be 
called the Holy Way" (Isaiah 35: 6, 8). 
God needs people, and churches. and na- 
tions. to be vessels o f  transformation, in a 
worId dying for our love and our hope. Can 
God  count on  you? 

The Japan Council against Atomic and Hy- 
drogen Bombs, Tottori Prefecture Gensuikyo 
of Tokyo, displayed a 40 panel photo exhibit 
at the recent Millennium 2000 event in Las 
Vegas. The "A-Bomb and I-Iumanity" framed 
and ready-to-hang 2' X 4' poster-sized exhibit, 
valued at $800, was presented to NDE as a gift 
with the hope of getting i t  disseminated 
throughout the U.S. Each photo panel con- 
tains a very informativc explanatory text in En- 
glish. The hope is that the words of Hibakusha 
could be delivercd cven after they are gone. 
This heart-touching exhibit promises to reach 
and teach everyone who views it. June Stark 
Casey, Hanford Radiation victim, was so 
moved by the powerful exhibit, she volun- 
teered to handle arrangements Tor individuals 
and groups who wish to feature the display. If 
you are interested, please contact her at 521 
Westfield Way, Oakland, CA 946 19, telephone 
(5 10) 53 1-5357, facsimile (5 10)482-9468. 

D 0 m I @  . L- 
the war-makers. Tax time is upon us. Once 
again we face the prospect of forking over lar-se 
chunks of cash to the government, 23% of 
each dollar going to the current military pro- 
yarns, includingS 12 Rillion (about 1%) for thc 
Department of Energy's nuclear weapons. We 
ask you to consider a principled refusal to pay 
some part of this tas that goes to fund our 
enormous war machine. You could then con- 
sider tithing this amount to thc peace organi- 
zation of your choice. We hope you would 
choose NDE. This is a serious choice and 
there are many things one must know and con- 
sider. Mary Loehr of the National War Tax 
Coordinating Resistance Committee is avail- 
able to answer your questions and offer the 
necessary support. You can reach her at 
1-800-289-7467, write her at P. 0 .  Box 65 12, 
Ithaca, NY 14851 o r  email her at 
~:nwtrcc@lightlink.com~. Their website is: 
~:www.nonviolence.org.wtr:~~, You can resist 
with a purely symbolic amount, and your vote 
of  rotes st will be heard. 

Frorn July I-August Oth, 2000, people from 
every religion and way of life will gather in 
Washington D.C. to call for an end to our cul- 
ture of violence and il~.justice and for the cre- 
ation of a culture of nonviolence and justice. 

Leading peace and justice groups from 

around the country have pledged to bring one 
hundred people to spend one day or more in 
prayerful vigil and peaceful protest at the Pen- 
tagon, the White House, or the Congress, and/ 
or other key spots in D.C. 

As a part of this summer of nonviolence, 
NDE will join with the Methodist Peace Fel- 
lowship on July 4, 2000 to sponsor an after- 
noon vigil at the Washington Monument. 

See the next issue of Desert \loices or: 
~wvw.NevadaDesertEx~erience.or9;- for info. 

From May 22 througl- May 20,2000, there 
will be a silent prayer and meditation retreat at 
the Los Alamos National Laboratory, the 
nucleus of the U.S. nuclcar weapons enter- 
prise. The vigil, which is open to people ofall 
faiths; is being organized and sponsored by 
the Buddhist Peace Fellowship, the Moun- 
tain Cloud Zen Center ofSanta Fe, New Mexico, 
and the Los Alamos Study Group, a secular 
disarmament research and advocacy organi- 
zation. 

First and foremost, we expect that our reli- 
gious life will be deepened and enriched by 
our quiet meditation and prayer-in this place 
of violence. For despite its campus-like atmo- 
sphere, Los Alamos remains chiefly devoted 
to the design, production, and promotion of 
weapons ofniass destruction. The role of these 
weapons in foreign policy is now sadly ex- 
panding, and the budget for their design and 
production. already substantially greater than 
Cold War levels in constant dollars, is grow- 
ing again. In erfect, thesc weapons are not 
unlike portable, miniaturized ovens, built to 
provide a holocaust whenever and wherever 
one is quickly needed. 

The fee for this retreat will be S 15 per day. 
For information on registration you may con- 
tact gmello@lasg.org (preferred) or by regu- 
lar snail mail to: Greg Mello, Los Alarnos Study 
Group, 212 East blarcy Streel 8 7 ,  Santa Fe, 
NM 8750 1. Call 505-982-7747 if you have any 
qucstions.  Or  see  the NDE websitc: 
~:~.ww.NevadaDese~-tExperience.org> for info. 

On Feb 7, 7000. a v+ech atter h ~ s  73 b~r th-  
day. Bill Wh~te  passed over to the other side. 
Thc world lost one of its k~ndest, gentlest. 
bravest souls to cancer that day Bill White 
drove the support vehicle for NDE's Holy 
Week Peace Walks for the past 4 years. His 
ashes will be scattered so he rnay reunite with 
his beloved mother earth. We will miss him. 



Plutonium Bombs and Nuclear Waste in Nevada 
by ~Cfut-c P u p  

January and February 2000 have been ac- 
tive months for nuclear abolitionists in Ne- 
vada. On January 1 I th the Department Of En- 
ergy (D.O.E.) held a final hearing for the pub- 
lic to speak about the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for Yucca Mountain (which 
is designated to be the only high-level nuclear 
waste dump for the United States), right next 
to the Nevada Test Site. At the same time the 
D.O.E. was preparing to explode "Oboe 3", 
the 9th subcritical nuclear test since 1996. As 
we go to press, the D.O.E. is preparing to deto- 
nate another subcritical bomb, which will be 
the 4th such "experiment" in a six month pe- 
riod. Plutonium production and destruction 
creates nuclear waste.The D.O.E. is increas- 
ing the amount of subcritical explosions, and 
therefore the amount of nuclear waste, over 
the next year. 

At the end o f  January members o f  
Shundahai Network organized resistance to 
the D.O.E.'s path ofnuclear violence. Individu- 
als with the Alliance of Atomic Veterans, NDE, 
and other organizations joined these prayers, 
media events, and direct actions at the North 
Las V e e s  D.O.E. headquartcrs, [,as Vegas' -- 
Federal Building, and the Nevada Test Site 
(NTS). In my short time in Southern Nevada, 
the dedicated and passionate volunteers with 
Shundahai Network have taught me well about 
the inextricably linked problems of nuclear 
bombs and nuclear waste. 

Although resistance to nuclear weapons 
Testing is NDE's focus, the entire industrial- 
ized nuclear business is a chain around the 
neck ofhumanity Just as the business of weap- 
ons production and testing are linked to the 
social injustice of poverty, so are nuclear 
wastes from weapons and power plants linked 
by environmental injustice. The threat of vio- 
lence to humans which is implicit in the pro- 
duction of a single nuclear weapon is actual 
violence to cellclar tissues and many complete 
organisms (including humans) right now in 
this generation, and the radioactive materials 
will continue to cause torturous actual dam- 
age to life for generations to come. 

On January IOth, white riding in a Shundahai 
van through Las Vegas pulling a trailer with a 
mock nuclear waste cask (to publicize the pro- 
posed high-level radioactive waste shipments 
the D.O.E. wants running through Las Vegas 
to Yucca Mountain), we had a megaphone to 
alert the public of their chance to speak out 

; against the irresponsible violence ofthe D.O.E. 

It was then, as we charmingly and obnoxiously 
moved through the poor and wealthy neigh- 
borhoods, that I realized we were unwittingly 
part of a long and honorable tradition. The 
wild, outrageous oddballs of the Old Tcsta- 
ment did the same as the Shundahai folks are 
doing now. Many messages of the ancient 
prophets were essentially the same as our 
nuclear abolitionist message: "Change your 
ways of darkness and foolishness' Turn back 
to the cleanliness and good ways of Our Cre- 
ator! Cease your immorality towards your 
neighbors, your relations, your environment! 
For ifyou don't you will suffer' You will have 
disease and pestilence and cancers strike you 
and your offspring! Your descendants will be 
slaughtered if you don't return to the healthy 
ways of our forenlothers and fathers our an- 
cestors who tended the land and respected 
the power of God's Wisdom and Lovc. Do the 
right thing or else!" 

Corbin Harney has led many prayer services 
as part ofNDE events in the past ten years. In 
1994 Corbin initiated the Shundahai Network 
to further the communal cause of stopping 
nuclear testing, stopping nuclear Ivaste dump- 
ing at the NTS, cleaning up the N'I'S and rc- 
turning stewardship of i t  to the Western 
Shoshone Notion, voicing Native perspectives 
on the nuclear chain, and multi-cultural net- 

working on Native issues. Harney is the spiri- 
tual leader for the Western Shoshone Nation, 
and as such, works as tirelessly as the stron- 
gest compassionate Bishops, Rabbis, or Pas- 
tors I know. His prophetic witness, prayers 
and inspiration have motivated many people 
to work hard and courageously with the 
Shundahai Network. 

On February 3rd, one of Shundahai's most 
active organizers, Susi Snyder was arrested 
with me and seven others a few hours before 
the D.O.E. exploded Oboe 3. In our attempts 
to thwart the D.O.E.'s subcritical nuclear test- 
ing Snyder was singled out, roughed-up, and 
taken away from the NTS, unlike the rest of us 
who were released on-site. She was unjustly 
jailed for a past charge that had been lawfully 
resolved over a year ago. Such is the cost of 
following the will of the Creator, against the 
wishes ofthe destroyers of life. 

Many prophets who existed in earthly form 
hundreds or thousands of years ago warned 
their people to turn from sin and to instead 
embrace the ways of the Divine Architect. If 
humanity survives another century, Corbin 
Harney and Shundahai Networkers will cer- 
tainly become known as prophets of our age, 
helping to focus the question directly before 
the people: "Do you want the poison fire of 
nuclearism or will you choose life? 

A MESSAGE FROM BOARD MEMBER AND 

Millennium 2000 Visionary 

" l f '  tlzr \Vest conliizt~es lo neglect 
the spir-itutrl heritage ofthe Eusr. 

it rrruy h~7stett the trwgedy 
thclt t1rrratei7s inan [sky 

and his civilizations. " 
-Thomas Merton 1967 

What has inspired me about the Nevada 
Desert Experience is that it regards the in- 
tegration ofdifferent religious traditions as 
a key tool to the abolition of  nuclear weap- 
ons. 

For me the [Millennium 20001 event 
showed what power lies in freeing the Spirit 
to work among us. We have a long road 
ahead of  us to eliminate war and Nuclear 
Weapons. If all of  ~a continue to work to- 
gether to bring to this problem the best in 

Native' traditions along with the best o f the  
~radit ions o f  the East and West; we will be 
successful in averting "The tragedy that 
threatens man and his civilizations." Pope 
Paul I1 recently ended his sermon on a gath- 
ering for Christian Unity with this word said 
in many different languages: "Unity! Unity! 
Unity! Unity!" ... Let us continue to work 
together! 

We wish to thank all o f  the speakers and 
presenters for their inspirational presenta- 
tions. A special thanks to theNDE staff and 
all those who participated in the commit- 
tees that made this event a success. Also 
we want to thank Shundahai Network vol- 
unteers for the beautiful preparation of  the 
Peace Camp. And a thank-you to all who 
participated in this event, many of you who 
were new [to NDE]. Please come again and 
bring with you more new people! 



I ON THE ROAD WITH CINDY PILE (call 510 849-1540 for info) 1 
Be sure to invite the locals to attend Cindy's presentations! 

March 11-12: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Windsor, CA (preaching) 
March 16-19: Reno 
March 25-27: University of Arizona, Tucson 
May 6: North American Conference of Associates and Religious Conference 
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Action Alert: The Pentagon wants 
to spend 81.9 billion on National Missile 
Defense (NMD), as part  of their "Strategic 
Nuclear Program". In March, tell your 
Congresspeople "No S for NMD" (To find 
your Congressperson's number, call: (202) 
224-3 12 1 ) .  In April, tell Madeleine Albright: 
"No need for NMD", In May tell Bill Cohen: 
"No to NMD", In June tell Bill Clinton & the 
National Security Council! 

Calendar of Faith-Based Nuclear Abolition Events 
March 8,2000: Ash Wednesday prayer at Nevada Test Site; 6:00 am to 8:00 am; (see poster) for more info call (702) 646-4814 
March 8,2000: Ash Wednesday preaching by Detroit Bishop Tdm Gumbleton in San Francisco Bay Area (see poster inside this 
issue) for more info call NDE California at (5 10) 849-1 540. 
March 9,2000: Lenten Action for Disarmament at Lawrence Livermore National Lab; (meet at East & Vasco) for more info 

call NDE California at (5 10) 849-1 540 (see poster inside this issue) 
March 9 - April 13,2000: Lenten Desert Experience at the Nevada Test Site continues (various days of limited vigilling at the 
Nevada Test Site gates) call (702) 646-48 14 for more info. 
April 1,2000: Lenten Desert Experience part 2: Quakers & Unitarians Vigil at the Nevada Test Site. 
April 14 - 16,2000: College Student Palm Sunday Weekend in Las Vegas and at the Nevada Test Site. Co-sponsored by NDE 

and the Wesley Foundation, for more info call (5 10) 549- 1244 or (5 10) 849- 1540 (see poster) 
April 16 - 23,2000: Holy Week Peace Walk; Las Vegas, NV to Mercury, NV & Peace Camping (see poster) 
May 7 - 13,2000: Native American Walk & Run For the Damaged Land; Warm Springs to Mercury; for more info call Johnnie 

Bobb of the Western Shoshone Nation, Yomba Tribe (775) 964-22 10 
May 12 - 15,2000: Mothers' Day at the Nevada Test Site; for more info call Shundahai Network (702) 647-3095 
May 22 - 26,2000: Silent Buddhist Retreat at the Los Alamos National Lab; (see 'Nuclear News & Notes' on page 6 )  

for more info call Greg Me110 or Sophia Phillips of Los Alamos Study Group (505) 982-7747 <gmello@lasg.org> 
July 4,2000: Vigil at the ~ a s h i n ~ t o h  Monument in D.C.; sponsored by NDE as part of the People's Campaign For Nonviolence; 

for more info call Cindy Pile at (5 10) 849-1 540 (see 'Nuclear News and Notes' on page 6 of this issuej 
August 9,2000: LANL 2000 Protest; at Los Alamos National Labs, New Mexico, contact Peace Action NM (505) 982-4 
October 16,2000: A Day Without the Pentagon; Regional activities including Prayers for Peace at the Nevada Test Sita. %+ 
January 27,2001: Remember Operation Ranger; 50th anniversary of nuclear bombing at the Nevada Test Site: P6; more . in ?* o, 

email Charlie Hilfenhaus of the Alliance of Atomic Vets, chilfenhaus@juno.com or call Marc Page ofNDE, (702) 646-4!15/ Y 


