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IF THE PEOPLE ARE SILENT, THE STONES WILL CRY OUT 

by Phyllls Kwrelch 
Ifeel held hostage by the desert that Is In tome w bteak, 

In o#er ways beautiful, but God's creallon In bob w. The 
onlyvltlble scam am chdn llnkhnces and dgns admonlsh- 
ing one not to h8pa88. I come to thls place wllh no precon- 
ceptlons one I am uncomfortable wIth what goes on 
hem. But my dlscomtorl Is mlnlmal, Ilks a flea h i d e  my 
sleeve. I am nmovsd from It; I have never soen It I have 
n w r  heard a Shothone talk about the land thd wa8 ab- 
ducted from hk people. I haw never, before that Saturday, 
when a nuclear bomb wru Cded,' stood at the enhance to 
thls fenced, vlolaiod, Iddnapped land durlng an early morn. 
Ing npe. But now 1 have. I can n w r  be the same uncon- 
cerned, m m d ,  apdHcal, albell Chrlttlan, woman again, 
for Ihk Is the Nevada Ted S L  where atomlc bomb8 am ex- 
explorkd. I have come to protoe to say to those who do 
Ws, 'dop waundlng my home, my mother: 

A8 Slturday mornlng unfolds, we Wan to people speak 
b us of thlr vlolrdlon of our Earth. We loam the deplorable 
facb about development of newer, more kltrlcab weapons. 
My hew a8R 4vhy more' when w already have enough to 
bsrgoy lhls planet several Umes over. 

By Saturday svsnlng, I It apparent that some of w are 
dmggllng wIth the quelon of cMI dlsobedlence. The ac- 
Uon will call for some of us to remaln In prayer outslde the 
fence and othen b crors over the Wne and be arrested. Part 
of me screams to cross thd arbltrafy Ilne and another part 
tcreamt a8 loudly for me to 8tay outalde. I wander whlch 
volce I8 God's. I cannot tell. 

Sundtky mornlng comes and the war ttlll rages wlthln me. 
We urlvs atthe test slta and congregate a8 close a8 the slgns 

and fences wlll allow. We celebrate Eucharlat tl seems at 
If the land Is tcremlng out It's paln from the prs\rlout day# 
wounding. The wlnd Is howllng and I b krbwously cold. 

Our scenarto calls for us to follow a cross to the catUe 
guard. I had asked H I mlgM c ~ y  the cross; now I 1001 
blessed, choten Ilke Simon the Cyreanean. A8 we ape 
proach the 'Ilne' we $top and kneel io pray dlently. Somo 
begln to slng softly. I wep. The presence of God Is wry 
powbr(ul. 

Those who haw, chosen to do so cross the Ilna I clutch 
the cross. The wlnd pull8 #from mo bit! I do not let go. For 
kvo houn I clutch tt, bsltllng the wlnd. Tho wlnd 8nd I con- 
tend for the porsmslon of thls symbol. Olhen offer to IIR 
my burden. I thank them but cannot rellnqubh thls penance. 
I pray, I wep, I hang on b that wood for dear Me. t stand 
outalde the gate. 'I cannot M n  understand my own adon8. 
I do not do what 1 want but what I hats.' (Romans 7%) 

As penonally damtatad cu I feel, I am not In derpalr for 
I have never experienced such prayer. I have never seen 
such hope sprlng from our falth, hope whlch In ium calls 
forth our prayer. 

I stare at Mother Earth. I cannot tee her scan but I know 
they ue there. They are etched In my splrll How can I for- 
gd7 Why Would I WM1 b? I m held h o w  by thlt d@$@~? 
acperlence. 

I can never be free unUl w stop thlr rape, thlt cruclfbdon 
Of our Itland earth. 

---..---....... 
Phyllls Kovaclch parliclpated In the Cathollc Peace Coall- 

tlon Weekend (March 10.11) durlng LDE M. Our thank to 
P)ryllls for grantlng ut pemltslon to share thlr reflectJon. 

WESTERN SHOSHONES FIGHT FOR THEIR LAND 
Whon Wodern Shoehone cMefs agreed to the 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley, they thought they were agreelng b a legally 

bkrdlng treaty whlch a8wred them We to thelr anceshl lands. But for the next 117 pan ,  the US government slowly whH. 
fled mny at the Shoshone's land rlghb. The haty wa8 never amended or abrogated. If tsmalned In force whlle the foderal 
government ryrtcrmrdlcdly vlotated both the letter and splrlt of the trealy, and the splrlt of the Shothone't land, whlch In- 
cludes the m a  presently occupled by the Nevada T e l  SHe. 

Rabablythe mo8t shameless attempt to defraud the Wettsm Shoshone people occumd In 1979 when the govsmment 
Wed to pay the Wedem Shoshone $25 mllllon --Justftfteen cent8 per acre - - for LAND THAT HAS NEVER BEEN FOR SALE. 
The Wedern Shoehone mfueed the offer. But the government put the money Into a trust fund and called the transadon 
compbb. In 1986 negoflatlone began to address Western Shorhonee' land grlcwencoe. The negotlatione broke down In 
1888 when !he US gowmmenl was unwllllng to assume a reallsUc posttion concemlng the Ruby VaHay Tn*. 

AH vlolatlont of the Treaty of Ruby Valley concern the Western Shoshone Nrdlonal Councll, but the acts of greatwt con- 
cern am the nuclear weapons te* at the Test 3116. In 1986 the councll began to bsue pemlts to antl-nuclear acth48ts at 
h e  Nevada Test Slb. Thur, the Shothoner Informed the US government that It cannot accuse eomeone of tespaat on 
land It does not own. l l w  government of the Western Shoshone has shown that I Is the US who Is lrespasslng. 

For more Information, contact The Wedern Shoshone National Councll, Box 88, Duckwater, NV 89314; (702) 863-0227. 



LENTEN DESERT EXPERIENCE 
CONCLUDES INCOURTROOM & 

TWO hundred people rang 'Peace I8 flowlng Ilk a river...' 
u Ihyf lbd Into the Federal Court In k Vegal, Nevada, on 
Good Frld8y momhg, Aprlll3, for the rentonclng of Fran- 
olrcur Fr. Louk W e  and Br. Qlrry Sponholh After etand- 
Ing In 8oHdarlly w#h W e  and Sponholh whlb Judge Uoyd 
QOOfgO 8eMced them to hw, m0M8 In a h a - w  houre, 
)Ir whorrer went b the Nevada Ted Slts to continue their 
w - Pllgrnage- 

rklnlng a group of pmonr who had walked 86 mlbr cu- 
ylng a crorr from b Vegu to the Ted Sb, the Holy Week 
who8808 p h b d  NO88 d b 0  g*, 8- and p-d 
6a penonr Cro88ed the fence Into the bomb-tddlng de8eR 
Thoywm mdmd, dtod and n l e m d  on o b .  Charger an, 
apedad to be dropped. 

Fr. Loule and Br. Qw,  b g o b r  wllh pmldenlld can- 
dldab Erlk Thompron of Mflm, Mlnnerota, had been found 

of tr8p888 for belt d o n  of rsconrecndkrg a bulld- 
Ing fonn* urul a8 a chapel In lb vlllage of Mercwy on 
M M 8lb. Thompron ha8 been rentenoed lo 90 day8 In 
Jd, a $6,000 flrw, plur $1,200 m- Inoroerdlon coda 
Thompton begs rervlng hb 8enbnce Aprlla0, Sponholh 
nd VWrSI Apll27. 

l lmaoodMdayaubnt8wmpatlofan~8eweekof 
w r ,  dme, rcrlplwo rludy m d  pllgrbnagm 8p0n80nd by 
*bhvada-- . - 
Wo, CIYlomlr, Dlnctor of K.ko8 m e n ;  and Ched Myen 
o f ~ a , c . l l l ~ a d h o r o f ~  
8 eomnrmlwy on MwK8 QoqN, led rome 60 mhatanb In 
-on, movrment md rhrdy bough ~hr week, WMI 
~ ~ b M m # d n g p ~ O r o m L l r V e g a 8  
lo lh6 Ted rb. 

An €ador c&bWon mwlrsd M ooncktdon of the Len- 
~ ( k 8 U t ~ 8 U b 8 o f a u b n b w l l h ~ ) I r ~ ,  'When 
Sbma Cry OW. Durlng h o  40-d y Lmbn p e w ,  mom )I8n 

TAKE ACTION TO PROPEL TEST 
BAN TREATY CONFERENCE 

A Qreet BIg Thank You 

T H A N K Y O U l b r # w h o r e ~ l o o u r p p r r l t o r W r  
In the last Irrue of WerM VOW'. We ncehnd $1,600 for 
ne  NM budgd md $2,200 for r t ~ l  w a ~ ~  10 IIW USSR 
he InbmaUona! Congr8rr for a Nuckr Ted Bur Your rup- 
porthmuchapp~ated. MaymdPduwl l lmpf tonM 
Congrerr h the nod NlwrbWr. 

Demtt V o h r  b M n w d d u  of non-pm Nwada 
Derert Experknce. 

Your Won, mWm, mnouncmm of conMng wmb, 
poetry or humorour pkcer am welcome. Send (and a 
8bIIIped, 80W-addn88ed OWOkpe) DWOlI VOh8, Bow. 
4487, Llr 6 a 8 ,  MI 89127-0487, phone (702) 648-4814. 

Fkwtletbr 8trdl: M w  Lehmur, PWer Edlger, Ledh and 
Jon Klurmlrd! 



FOR WHOM TOLL THE BELLS? 

By Ed FUon 
Throughout hlztory, the tolllng of church bell8 has rlg- 

ndod an occulon of elher gmal loy or gmal torrow. 
A8 dmdc change8 In Ea8tem Europe and the Sdet  

Unlon herald a new age of peace and freedom, a network 
of twew lowa congregrdlonr am oxprerrlng thelr oplnlon 
hal globalbntlon8 can be furlher reduced by a compmhen- 
tkb, global nuclear k8t ban. To call atbntlon to thi8 Irtue, 
he  pdclpant church08 haw begun the tolemn tolllng of 
bdk each U r n  my nstlon conducb a nucbar krt 

The nohvork I8 cdkd 'People of Fdth for a Nuclear Test 
Ban.' It I8 endonod by elgM denomlnallonc and coordinated 
by Cunpalgn for Nudear Dltmament (CND). Congrega- 
Ilom rtng heir bdk or make an announcement *r each 
NcW krt ThU8 fW, M bdl8 haw tolkd ~ C O  thl8 par. 

On J ~ l w u y  27, a group of 20 braved h e  cold to g&er 
on the ttspc of St Ambrow Cathedral In Do8 Molnet, an. 
namelng ha  commencement of k e  rfloR Tho80 pmtent 
Ik&ned bo nmarkr by lhne CND member8. The 8peaken 
thrnd thrlrulw8 on I)n need for a complek ban on nuclear 
b8Ung. and on Re fcrllh commurJ378 recpontlblI& In thl8 
prom88. 

Ansr 8 clodng prayer, the bell8 of St Ambrow tolled for 
w o r d  mlmrb8 to rwognb he  mord and 8pMlual crltlt 
cnclbd by conMnued nucbar Wng.  

On March 14, at 4 pm, the flnt nuclear te8t of the par was 
obrenred by the tolllng of bell8 In vrvlour parta of 008  
Molner. Congregadlont without bell8 made thelr obrenrrmce 
al tenrlcet latar thal week 

'People of Falth for a Nuclear Ted Ban' I8 a grbwlng net- 
work CND hope8 to Increrue partlclprdlon to 100 congroga- 
Uonr by the end of the year. Educational offorb a n  h a  
congmgllon wlll Include announcementa, pmmntdlonr 
and bul l ln Interk. Anyone Intere8ted In Iemlng mom 
about thl8 effort I8 encouraged to contact Nova Jorgenren, 
Carnpdgn for Nuclear Dltarmmnt, 1548 8th St, Do8 
Molnet, IA 50314; 61 6-282-5851 

Ed Fallon I8 Dlrector of Carnpalgn for Nuclear Dltarma- 
ment, a gmaroob organlzatlon with 650 memban In 008  
Molne8, lowa 

(Edttor'r Note: The Tettlng Alert Hotllne, of the Amodcrm 
Peace Test, keep8 you Informed on nuclear weapon8 bds 
*r thry hnn occumd. For an  inform^ mordlng: 702- 
731 -9648. To be put of the network Informed rb he  Ume of 
a nuclear weapon8 ted In Nevada, call 702-781 -9644. 
Plecue leave a merrage untll Stepham can mhKn your call.) 

HALF-WAY QUESTIONS 
FROM A H'ALF-WAY 

SENTENCE 
1881 : THREE MAJOR EVENTS 

(Tho 8enbnce for Lode W e  and Gary Sponholtt for 
gohg tow -Tad S L  to roconcacrata 8 chapel bulld- 
hg cornrwbd for uw a8 8 labomtory for nuclear weapon8 
l#llnCI: Iwo m m 8  In a half-wry houce.) 

Why me ow brolhen gkbn a half-wry wntence 
for gohg all b e  wry to wonhlp the One who I8 the Way? 

is Ihk hdl-wry Juttlce from a haw-wry court 
Whafe hdl-wry ln#~ become8 half-wry lleb) 
is Ihl8 hrlf-wry freedom In a half-wry land 
where hatf-wry Iwa serve half-wry people? 

LB#TB# DESERT BXPBRIE#CB X: 
CELEBRATING A DECADE I# THE DESERT 

We are lrnrltlng all the group8 and people who haw been 
to Lenten Desert Experiences the p a  nkre year8 to Joln 
together for a unbd witness the weekend of March 8-10, 
1991. There All be opporhrnltlec for condtuent group8 to 
meet reparately on Thunday or Frlday, with jolnt meetlng8 
Saturday and Sunday. Plans am In procers; *end u8 your 
auggestlons; msetw the date. 

CORPUS CHRISTI DESERT EXPERIEIICE 

A call Is golng out to Women and Men Rellglout to come 
to the desert for a Falth and Rerbtance Retreat, June 17-21, 
1991. For more Inforrnatlon contact Groundwork for a Jud 
World, Detroit MI 481 24. (31 3) 822.2055. 

AUGUST DESERT WITNESS 

Annual Cornrnernoratlon of Hlroshlma-Naguald, euty 
August, program to be announced. 



LENTEN DESERT EXPERIENCE AUDIO TAPES, AND MORE= 

Audlo tapes an, available for some Lenten 1990 events, 
for $4.50 each, whkh Includes pO8tage. (QUallty of tape8 
mayvary, refundo ghren for return8 due to dlssatlsfactlon.) 

Louls W e ,  OFM: 'Pdacemaklng, Communw and 
Godu.-Keynote of Eplscopallans and Friends Weekend 

Muy Luke Tobln, SL: 'Integration of Prayr and Ac- 
don'- -Keynote of Aah Wedneaday Eve 

Reared Lt. Col Thorn- Car- The Arms Race aa It 
Is, Was, and Does Not Need to Be'.-Keynote of Cathollc 
Peace CoalUon Weekend 

Joanne Schatdeln, OSF: 'Clare, Mlrror of the Desert@- 
-A Keynote of Franclscan Weekend 

Murray Bodo, OFM: 'Francis, Embracing the Creatures 
of the Dese~Y- -A Keynote of Franclscan Weekend 

Concert, Franclocan Weekend: Ruflno Zaragoza, OFM, 
Cow. Je8se Manlbuoan. Karen Mlller, Tlm Hllgeman 

EJO 

DESERT VOICES 
NEVADA DESERT EXP€RIENCE 
P.0.- BOX 4487 
U S  VEQAS MI 891 27-0487 

'A Fertlle Desert,' a 12- mlnubvldeo baaed on the rcrlpt 
of NDE's 'Notes on Nomrlolence' I8 also wallable. Thh 
deplcb our prayerful nonviolent campalgn to end nuclear 
weapon tedng. $22.50 for purchase, or contact us 8boU 
rental use. 

T-rhlrtr are available from patit Lenten Deoert Expulon- 
ce8 In llmltsd slzes. 

1888: 'A Tlme to be Sllent, A Tlme to Spew In yellow 
(no small yellow) or plnk; 60-60 blend of polyedew and cot- 
ton only, $5.00 (Includes malllng). 

1890: 'When Stones Cry OW In apricot (tf orderlng largm, 
lndlcab whether extra large or medlum lo oecond cholce) or 
blue (no large avrrllable In any fabrlc, and no adra hrga h 
60-60 blend), available generally In 100% cotton, or 60-60 
blend of polyester and cotton, $8.00 (Include8 malllng). 

Maks check payable to Nwada Desert Experlmncm, P.O. 
B0~4487, LW VegW, NV 89127, or call 702-(U6-4814. 
Thank you1 
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